DEFENSIVE 
VINDICA TION» 20 


OF THE 


Pablike Liturgy, 
Eſtabliſhed Ceremonies, 


And ſetled Patramony, | 
OF THE _. | 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND; 


Againſt 


Such as (putting themſelvestoan 
ill occupation) haveunjuſtly impeach- 
cd, or oppugned them. 
v By 
A peaceable Sonne of the ſame Church, no 
way addicted to Novelty or innovation, 
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Or the publike Liturgy of our 
—_— (which is the firſt 
thing [ undertake to defend) 
ſome there be that ——_—_ 
againſt ir, becauſcitis a ſer 
viſe char _—_ ; "of «The bet ths 


theſe men who mi! 


bifelF othccly allowed, but preſcribed ſer dome to be 
forms of Prayer A the Prieſts of the old Law, flakes then! by - 
teaching them with what form of words they the publique 
ſhould 4 blefſe his people , Numb.6. 23. and de- _— 
precate his Jud —_— Ioel 2. 17. Hoſea 14+ 2. Church, inby . 
that our bleſſed Saviourin the new Teſtament, {S pw 

preſcribed a form of prayer to hig Apoſtles, as nero chem ts 
Sr, = the Baptiſt, his rs py tranng bring themin- 
had formerly oneto his di ciples, Lake 11, 2, OOnengs 
that the prayer which Moſes pronounced at the the forceofall 
har the payer ing of the Ark was a ſet form mew drain | 
of Prayer, Numb.10. 1046.06, that all the Pſalms 60m his forge 
of David are prayers, 'or praiſes of God in ſet jo among 


ceit, thar to ſerve God with any ſer form of Commnn pre s Capel, Nook 
lib. g. tecleſ. pelit. $ 26, 


A 2 forms, 


| 


Bur, (ay 


(4) 
forms, and words , anſwering the length and 
number of Muſick notes ; that Saint Pal often 
uſed the ſame ſer form of prayer without varia- 
tiON, Rom.1.7. 1C0r, 1.3.-2 Cor.1:2. Gal. 1.3. 
Epheſ.1.2. and itis vainto think that a ſet form 
of prayer ſhould not be as pleaſing, and accep- 
table unto God,as that which is varyed or that 
God ſhould be fo delighted with varying of 
words and phraſes, that when we have the 
{ame ſuits and requeſts to make unto him day- 
ly: Yetwemuſt alter our words and manner 
of asking,otherwiſe he will be diſpleaſed with 
our prayers : Surely our Saviour was of ano+ 
therminde, who beſt knew the minde of his 
heavenly Father, for though he had a better 
Eitr in praying than any man in the world,and 
could have varyed his words better than any 
other; yet when he had the ſame ſuit to make 
unto his father, he uſed the ſame words divers 
rimes, ſaying once, again, and yet a third time, 
Father , if it be 'poſible , let this Cup paſſe from me, 
 Matth.26.4 4+ 


ſe men, we canfot pray with the 


_ 


the 

' ſpirit, and q: a ſer Form of Prayer : why not 7 
| There are bur two 2&s of the ſpirit about pray- 
cr, the one of direction, to dire us how to 

przy, the other of aſſiſtance,to aſſiſt-u3 in-pray- 
j1ng; and I hope thoſe that uſe preſcribed ter 
Forms of Prayer, do pray by the dircRion of 
the ſpirit, as well as thoſe that uſe conceived 
cxtemporary prayers, nay, weare bound rq 


belceve. 
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belecve that the Spirit of God was rather with coua xp > 


the * Church, to dire her how'to-conceiye,** 1m furs 
was of er is he- 


frame, and pen ſer Forms of Prayer for their wnowouls 
behoof of all her m—_ , than with thoſe, penair —_ _ 
who preferre their tudden undigefted pray- Cake edt o I8 4 
ers, before 'the excellemly conceived), and which wan ®* 


well digeſted Prayers , or Colleas of the*!lowedbythe” - 
Church. | ©. +7» Church arati- 


OO 
And for the ſecond, why may not the Spirir4/#« prob te - 
of God aſſiſt us in praying by ſet Forms of 191/97 54: 
of Prayer, as well as in reading fer Chapters ce!*f aero, 
and Leſſons,or in ſinging ſet Pſulms 2 Dic Quins Pg & cs, 
ti hunc colorem. | ror IP? 
Others there be, who allowing fet Forms of c«r2 3.96 
p , CNTQUE [194 Dre" 
Prayer, yet will by no means allow of ours;bur 7,00. 
thereinthey ſhew themſelves to be of a differs 5; xmi# wa. 
ent judgement from the glorious'Martyrs, and > "pm 
| "he = 1 86 nficy- 
other holy Divines of our Church , who''did auwecaw. 
highly —_—_— of our Communion-book,* and i, thar wir 
were ready to maintain againſt all oppoſers, Ions ſheret 
thatit was in nothing repugnant, burin all fxhimſs, 
things agrecabletothe Word of God;: -'+/ + fondo 
Archbiſhop Cramer offered - (ſo hemight uowber 
have the aſſiſtance of Peter Martyr, 2nd a fer 0+ andiarteq” 
thers) to make it evident, and to prove againſt jy rms hog 
them, and the rezone. given jn the rwelfrh Canon of the MEL YItrY Panel We 
farts el'gutt] cantra fide 47] per 4gng a7 tan, wal er minus ftugdiuim ft Prat 
a fuddeh ext:mporafl effaliog of prayer without good advice, ' 
expreſſions naizhe ſhip from hm, cither thorough ignorance, urth , which 
were nt conſonant the frich of Chris Church, no, ws Gifrawn® there fail 


- 


M iefly of. A'mb;yhty Gadl. © Av it was then {cr tonght by King B96," © Attr 20d Mon. 
AL x97%. wa ine 
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(6) 
. all gain-ſayers, that were of a contrary opini- 
on, That all things in our Communtion-Bvok , were 
agreeable to the Word of God , correſpondent to that 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles delivered , and the Pri- 
« Libram ſare- mitive Church obſerved. © Martin Bucer being in- 
rum quen'em treated to give his judgement of our-Service- 
a __ Book, reſolycd upon mature deliberation, that 
T + "8 there was nothing therein contained, which was 
proof rail not taken out of the Word of God, or at leaf, canſonant 
Pon exverks 10 Gods Word , being rightly underſtood, and not miſe 
did ſumprom interpreted. Bifhop Ridley in a Letter of his to 
is 7. D'. Grindall ( who was afterward Archbiſhop 
mode acceptum Of Canterbury) writeth thus of the Service-book, 
pron! pre The Church of England of late, ſaith he , bath the 
$142" whole Service, all common and publike Prayers ordain- 
ed robe ſaid , and heard in the p__—_ » framed 
and faſhioned to the true weins of holy Scripture + 
The coy f And when he underſtood from D'. Grindafl, 
the leteris who was _ beyond Sea, how ar: Knox took 
wels keg Many cavelling exceptions at our Liturgy, to 
jo wk the great diſturbance of the Church there; * he 
purges, Reeſos ygrote back unto him in this milde, yet paſſion- 
7 12. 4pat, po Ate-manner :, Alas that gr brother Knox cannot 
cedeſis. Angl, bear with our Book of Common- Prayer, in matters 4- 
_—_— gainſt which, although I grant a mas of wit and learn- 
| otwianus, ad $8 ay finde to make ſome colourable exceptions : yet 
ceetjum teſt - 7 ſuppoſe he cannot ſoundly by the Ward of Gad , bY: 
ht > prove any thing in it. Bithop 7ewellin his Apolo- 
nntpilqrangy for the Church of England, profeſſeth, * That 
fan um doltrinum noftram ſed etiam 5 acramenta, precuangue j wol carwn ſarmam ad torum 
ries & ju Tituta db exams, 
in 


($) 
Word of God, and to the moſt ancicnt and 
beſt reformed Liturgyes in all ages. .. , « +... 
Polycarps ſpecch ſhall end this point, 0 Dews 
in que tempor reſervaſti nos? 0h Gog, for what times 
haſt thou reſerved us ? wherein that Service. of 
thine, which hath heretofore had the bigh-ap- 
probation,applaule and commendation of ma-. 
ny learned. Divines, and glorious Martyss, is. 
now in -cvery- Pariſh 'almoſt thorowout ths. 
 Kingdome, negleted, vilified, contemaed, as 
Many things 5opith and ſuperſtitious , by perſons of mican 


our non-Cone 


tormilsfay are Quality 8 meancr knowledge. I beſcectithole, 


anufia, may yyho have power 10 their hand.to redreſle 
iaſtances they 


pive of things MINS amiſle both 'in the Church. and- State, 
inour Com- that they would not ſuffer this ſacred Form of 


' mon- prayer, . 
—_ Gods Service to be expoſed any longer tothe, 


zsrheypre- Careleſſe, neglect, to. the proud contem 


rend wih the {G@rn of newtangled, and miſaffected perſons, 
Word of God. : - : 2inſt : 

I: hathin the, Whole particular exceptions againſt it, or any, 
eyc 100 grear affinitie with the forme of the Church of Rome, it differeth too much ; 
from that which Churches elſewhere reformed allow and obſcrve; it isnor or derly 
r-ad nor geſlwed as beſeemeth; artire diſgracerh it ; ic requireth nothing co be dane 
wich a childe may nor lawfully de; it hach 'a number of ſhore curs or ſhredd ings, 
which may be bertet called wiſhes, then prayers, jc interwinglerh prayings ang; 
r:adiogs; &c. ir tsr00 long, and by that means abridgerh preaching, ic appointerh the 
people roſay after the Miniſter, it ſpendethcime in ſinging, and in day the Pſalms 
by courſe from fide to fide}, ir_uſeth; the Lords-prayer coo oft, the Song of Magnif, 
Beaediftus, and Name dimittis, ie might very well tpare, ic hath the Letany, Creed of 
Athenaſius, and GloriaPatri, which are ſuperfluous, it craverh carthly rhings coo mych, 
(ome things itaskech unſcaſonably, as deliverance from thunder, and rempeſt when 
no danger is nigh, Some in tov diffidene manner, as that God would pive us chat 
which wefor ouranworthynefſe dare nor aske. Some which ought'ner to be & 

£s deliverance from ſudden death, riddance from all adverſity and the 'extent 
{aving mercy rownds all men; all which exceprions Hooker anſwercth puriually 
ad fuilv, and ſo as may give any intelligent and wdicious Reader, abundant ſaciſ- 
taction, Lib 5.p.241, 24%, Or, ” 


paſſage 


ip (9), ; 

paſſage in it, bave reccived full, particular, 
abundant ſatisfaQion , by. the learned pens of. 
! Hooker Cowell, Hutton, Fiſher > &Cs 

TI Now ſecondly for the Ceremonies , as 
they are uſedin our Church , howſocver ſome 
do take effence at them, yet they can give no 
juſt offence : for we put no merit,no matter of 
ſalvation, no worſhip of God in them; we ulc 
them not for res of picty, but onely for 
” order, and decency , according to that gene- monies args. 
rall Church Canon of the Apoſtles , wherein tainedfora 
he preſcribes thatall things in the Church be 9042 neand 
done decently , and in order , 1 Cor.t 4-40. Which {upon iuft cay- 
ApoftolicallCanon bcing a Canon of Canons, {*?) maybeal- 
by which all Eccleſiaſtical Canons are to be cuntd%ny 
* regulated and ſquared , cals for comcli- enroren 
neſle, and order inthe Church, and requises ern be eitee- 
that all outward dutics of Gods publike wor- wih G4 
ſhip and ſervice, be performed in the face of 1»: inche 
the Church,after a decent, comely, and order- eg nar oc 
ly manner. | \ , Common- 

Comelineſſe becomes all ations, but more 2" Van 


—_ religious ations, and is duely to be — | ; 


obſerved in all places, but chiefly in the 4ouby, char 
Church, which is Aww the School of comely- Eo cer 

neſſe, as Clemens Romany calls it, 1ib.8. cap.31. poſedas parts 
For the Church is Gods Houſe, the place of # 396% vo 
his ſpeciall preſence, and if men be carcfull in *:yaic ef. « 
the preſence chamber of ancarthly King,to do 9m imnieque 
nothing uncomely, or unbeſceming the reſpeR{z;mn cans, 
which they owe to ſo greata Majeſty, much exigrecoment. 
B more Calv. inLoe.. 


- 


(10) 
more _ we to be careful! in the Houſe of 
God, which is the preſence Chamber of the 
King of Kings, to do nothing uncomely or un- 
beſceming ſorgreat, and ſacred a Majeſty. 

And as all things in the. Church arc tobe 
done decently, or in acomely faſhion, ſo arc 
they to be done orderly, for where diſorder is, 
there is cumult and confuſion, but where order 
is, there is diſcipline and peace, tis S. Ambroſe 

loſſe upon the forecited Canon of the Apo- 

le, by vertne of which Canon the 2poſe grves 
power and anthority to all Chriſtian Churchesto 
make orders, to ordain rites, and ccremonics 
for the more decent, and orderly performance 
of Gods publike ſervice, and wills all who 
live-under the Government of ſuch particular 
Churches obedicntly ro confarm themlielves 
ro the orders of the Church whereia they, 
live, 

Firſt the former Rule or Canon preſcribed 
by the Apoſile, is (ſaith Parews) of very great” 
importance, Et mniverſaliter ad eccleſiam pertinens, 
pas wniverſally concern all Chriſtian Churches 
thorenughout the world detorum enim & ord;nemeorum 
arbitrro reliaquit, for it leaves all matters of outw and 
erder, and decency inthe Church, tothe free diſps- 
fall of Church Governours. When the Apo- 
file ſaith” mwrm Hitt» Let all things be done, ritus 
externes 1u 1bertate noftra ideo reliquit, - ne put aremus 
cultums dei illis inclaſam, he leaves the ordering of 
all external or ceremonina rites in every pre 
- CHPMrch 


xs 7 'y ie 3.2, 


(11) i 

Chuggh to their free power, and determination; leaft 
Aceme them eſſential parts of Gads-war 'Þ> 

of abſolute neceſsity to ſalvation, ſaith Caivin, 


F 


a 


F 


in the judgement then both .of Calvin:and Fares * Thiſe things | 


« every Chriſtian Church hath warrantfrom **Lod lefe 


the forecited Apoſtolicall Canon to- ordain of nb 
* externall rites and ceremegnies,- and romake Cur_— 
eccleſiaſticall Lawes and Canons for the more one 3, . 
decent and orderly performance of all reli- ſubſtance of his 
gious dutics ia their publike aſemblyes.—— op br 

Thar their -is ſuch a, power left to-cach purly becaue 
Church;,. and to.Church .Governouss it is-evi; one Rem cher- 
dent, for if every man might do-what ke liſt, CR 


to his own humour an ; bh; Cr CaÞ verall nations 
be the iſſue, and ſequell ob ſuch licentious, and Pore an 
unreſtrained liberty, -but ipfigite diſtsaQion, 27 = found 


moſt conveni- 


and diforderly confuſion inthe Church . For ent thus teach- 
the preventing of which, we guſt of necefiiry © 5 # ome, 
grant, if we will be. rcalonable, that 00h cluding _ 


Chriſtian Church. hatk-power to make lawes, thicfying ine 


and to ordain rites for decency and orders ſake,.;aud js 9 
to.command, and force her children gbedients /enwfue, chus 
ly fe yennay them. - ob «repo» IN, 

And their is gotany reformed Church but aqychus 22. / 
is of this minde,they all with pac conſent hold twar(chegrear 


8 OPInIORs that is.is:908 necef{ary. ecclefiaſtir. co nan 
call rites, and ceremonies: all pla- row 8 cy 16. 
ccs alike, but that they may be diversma divers oat ecng- 


Countries and Churches, fb that v8thing be... 
B 2 ordained 
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ordained againſt Gods Word, that this is the 
judgement of our Church is plain from the 
34 Article, 'that all reformed Churches are of 
the ſame judgement with ours, M. Rogers in his 
explication of that Article makes ir manifeſt 

by particular inſtances. 
nd reflet your eyes back to the primitive 
times, and you ſhall finde that cven in thoſe 
dayes every particular Church was allowed to 
have thoſe orders, and ceremonies, which ſhe . 
in her wiſedome thought moſt fitting , and 
convenient. So we'read that ſome Churches 
uſed to receive the Sacrament thrice, others 
twice a week, others onely upon the Lords 
day, ſome Churches gave the Eucharift in the 
morning, ſome ateven- Ave. Epiſft,118. ad lan. 
fome Churches did dip the infant baptized 
thrice in the water, others but once onely as 
Teriulian witneffeth, de Coron, milit, cap. 3. alt 
« 5it une $44 Which Chutches notwithſtanding rhe diverfity 
-mive;ſe,que Of theſe, or the like ceremonies, were rhe 
__ true Churches of God, and held Union and 
ime. Communion one with another, Diſſonantia'in 
tris, ctiam 6 his now ſaſtulit conſonantiam fider, 'they ktiew that 
w_ Ly" although the Kines daughter were all glorious within, 
w0cobfervatia- yet her cloathing was wrought about with needle work 
mou cevrarer, of divers evlours, by which needle work of divers 
doquadin fue Colours,””S. Abphiftint tmderitinds rhe thverfity 
urn oft, um (dit uy.  Omnhs ems 4 To'filie Regis inrrinſte as, tle autem abſeroati. 
anille rcw, ſl gegr pls tees cer ring vr fs he 9 
dentarcibus d, (Pyetur, Aug, Eri 26, adraful, ei "IRE _— 

ket O 
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(13) | 
of ceremonies in particular Churches, and if 
the judgement of one or two Churches muſt- 
be hearkened unto, and may not be deſpiſed, 
or contradicted raſhly : much more oughtthe 
judgement of all reformed Churches to be re- 
garded, 

Certainly for a few perſons to call in queſti- 
on that which hath been held for atruth at all 
times inthe true Churches of God, argues ſuch 
ſingular perſons to be ſingularly proud, and 
poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of contradiction. 4 T hi« is noe 

E will conclude this point with the * judge- the dodtrine of 
ment and reſolution * judicious Calvin, who (ir oneYs 
in the fourth of his inſtitutions, Cap.ro. F 30. conftantdo- 

' reſolves thus, Dominus totam were juſtitie ſum- rin of all. 
Aum,Gac. God ſaith he, hath in the Scripture evident- O—_ 

ly ſet down the whole ſum of true righteouſneſſe, and Church: both 
all the eſſentiall parts of his worſhip, without omitting "cient and 
any thing neceſſary to ſalvation, and in = he is the God bath fu. 
onely Maſter to be hearkned' unto : but as for outward ficiencly and 
Diſcipline if pleaſed him not to preſcribe punttually, or bicuoully - 
and in particular what we ſhould follow forcſeeing that whole (ab * 
this dependeth upon the divers condition, and ſtate of _— bs 
times, knowing very well that one forms or faſhion in worſhip, and 
theſe externals would not fit all ages, in this caſe there- all_things ne- - 


fore we are 10 have recourſe uno the generalt rules of _— t>mans 


vari inthe 
erder and decency , [que pro motibus unjuſcujnſiue holy Ser p- 
| rures: anc 

thcſe things muſt evermore be vnahkerably the ſame in all Churches, buc the cira m-+ 
ſtances a3ndteremonies of bys pubiire worſh'p, as of place. time, ornaments, geſtu e; 
&c h: hath lef: to the wiſcdome &f every naricnall Church, to determine and make 
choice of, fo that all things be done according to the Canon of Canons, deliv.r:d by 
S, Paul, 1 C7.14+40, 
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gentis Of ſeculi varis accommedaridebent ad eccleſin 
adificationem] which are diverſly to be accom- 
modated according to the magners of ſeverall 
Nations and ages as ſhall be moſt for the be- 
hoof, and edification of the Church. 

Now as particular Churches have full pow- 
er, authority, and Commiſſion to make Eccleſfi- 
aſticall laws and conſtitutions, and to preſcribe 
Rites and Ceremonies for the more deccat, 
and orderly performance of religious duties in 
their ſacred aſſemblics,by vertue of the former 
Apoſtolicall Canon, ſo by the regular pre- 
ſcript of the ſame ny ry that live uader 
the goverament of ſuch Churches, are to con- 
forra themſclves to the orders of the Church 
in which they live,and -— ——— with rcadp 
ith 8 Ee." Cath, That there lane rule of df 
r Diſcs; name ©. Auſtin laith, there is no rule of diſ- 
CT cipline ſo fit for agrave aad prudent Chriſtian, 
2: chritiow to regulate his carriage by, thento do after 
Tram we cms that manner as he ſeeth the Church to do unta 
ie Heim which it falleth out that he ſhall chance to 
ad quemennque OMe, and * that to whatſoever Church he 
gp cometh, he aught to obſerve the cuſtomes, ar 
118. ad Co/ulan. Ceremonies which be there in ule, if he will 
fantc1e not give ſcandall unto others, nor receive 
<env7i5 ciue me. ſcandall from others. * Provided alwayes,. 
ven ſerves that the cuſtomes their uſed, be neither oppo- 
ſe cmdelo nee fire to the faith, nor yet contrary to, good 

HOMO 1b. id, idex 4 q 

foe mencinigies; infra of dehenies, oro ae fans cho Pris 
ſervandum eſt, 1dem, 1bid, 
manners : 


% Fa 1 « Y, bn % 
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(r3) 
manacrs : which counſell S. Ambroſe to 
Menrearhe mothoroof S, Augnſtre ro direc her 
how the ought to behave her ſelf intheChurck 
of God, and whoſoever he be that will noe 
rp 9 nr nee Church C—_— 
s de qnibeu nibul certi ftarurt Striprara, -in thoſe 
things concerning whichche holy Ghoſt harh 
ſet ho-certainty- in the Scriprure, ' He 
offendeth God, who hath given power ro his - 
Church, ts -cnjoyn the obſervation of ſuch 
ceremonies, which power were fruitleſſe, and 
to no purpoſe, if men might do what they lift, 
comrary to Ghe ceremoniall conſticutions- of 

the Church. : 


- Dut is nor thisan abridpement of Chriſtian 
liberty, to reftrein and limicrhe ufe of a thing: 
indifferent * Nb certainly for to wake theres 
ſtraintof the eutward man in matters indiffe= 
rent', an [+ of Chriſtian liberry , 
what isi elſe but even co bring Anabaprifine, 
Amarchy, rebellion, populir parity, diſorder, 
and confuſion both into the Church, and State; 
and to difſoive the bound of ſubjeRion;, -and 
obedience to lawfull authority. 


Confder(l pray you) wherein canthe pow- 
er and aurfiorty ethujericuts propertly confift, 
and the dnery, and obedience. of inferiours be 
ſhewed towards them, if not in theſeindifie- 
rent, and arbitrary things, for things abſolntely 


_ * neceſlary 
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" Hoe adverten-* neceſſary, as preciſely commanded of God, 
Ce £4" wearc bound to do, whether humane autho- 
borz queden Tity require them or not, and things abſolute- 
jpremin,o nly finfull, as preciſely, and determinately for- 
baniaiburobed;. bidden by God, we are bound not to do, whe- 
entien,quoniam ther humane authority forbid them or not : 
ru "x there are therefore none other things left, 
cunprobitenur, wherein to expreſſe properly the obedience 
pe view due to ſuperiour authority, but things in their 
— — nature indifferent, and whoſoever ſhall 
ſmx' medi1que- jnterpret the determination of Superiours in 
am 9u<ps the uſc of things indifferent to be prejudicial 
ror vilpeſme tO Chriſtian liberty, or under that colour ſhall 
©, nate peſo exempt Inferiours from their obedience to ſuch 
| es of: determinatians , he is one of thoſe (ſaith a 
| ap i * learned _—_— 6 uh Church) of —__—_ - 
4s non Inde ſpeaks, that diſpiſeth Government, Inde $. an 
rs. he ———_ othermile then Saint Peter did,whe 
bere magiſhro- yyils us 10 ſubmit our ſelves to every ordinance of may, 
- apt 9. Pet.2,1 3- and contrary alſo to the doarine 
* Þ. Sanderſon. of S. Paul, who tels us that we muſt needs be 
ſubjeR, not onely for fear, but for conſcience 
alſo, Rem.13. 5. | 
« And what probable reaſon can any man 
« give, Why achilde is bound to obey his Fa- 
*ther, -ora ſervant his Mafter, when he limits: 
*« himin the uſe of a thing indifferent; and we 
<* ſhould not be bound to ſubmit our ſelves to 
« our Superiors appointment in the like things, 
«when as it cannot be denyed, but Superiors 
*« have the ſame authority, for the peacedble 
Os ordering 
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« ordering of the Church, and Common- 
«« wealth, that fathers, and maſters, have over 
<« there children, and ſervants, for the order- 
«ing of their families. Surely but that the 
« Scripture hath foretold there ſhall, and ever 
« will be differences, (idings, and partakings 
*<ijn the Church, 1 Cor. tr. 19. a man would 
« wonder, how ever it ſhould ſink into the 
« heads of ſober underſtanding men to deny 
« either the power in Superiours to ordain, or 
* the neceſſity of inferiours to obey the lawes 
«and conſtitutions of the Churclr touching 
« times, places, veftments, geſtures, and other 
* ceremoniall circumſtances, requiſite to the 
* more decent orderly , and ſolemn perfor- 
* mance of Gods publike worſhip and ſervice, 
Our Church, I am fare is of another judge- 
ment, for iris the Tenet of our Church in the 
thirticth Canon, That things of themſelves, and of 
their own nature indifferent, do in a ſort alter their 
natures, when they are commanded or forbidden by s 
Lawfull Magiſtrate. And therein it teacheth right- 
ly for in ſuch matters of a middle or indiffe- 
rent nature, mee juſſio, nec prohibitio principum aut 
prelatorum eſt contemnenda, neither the Commanie- 
ment, nor prohibition of Princes or Prelates is to be 
contemncd (ſaith S, Bernard, Epiſt.7.) Sed quic- 
quid vice dei precipit homo, quem pro deo habemus, 
tanguam deum audire debemus. Bat whatſoever in 
things of this nature man commandeth, who is in the 
place of God, we are bound to obey as God, (faith the 
C ſame 


e17en, 
, Kew Dro dew 
ſame Father) | ys q 1 * hor 're debemus _ 
ua apert?, non ſunt co d obeyed [1 all things, 1 
ou s muſt bz heard 11 J revealcd Will of 
nr marſh «cnn i the reve 
;. are not man! imitation int 
_——_ God And ſuch 15 oc Aadrpgd to our o- 
bitto valet Wu _—_ it brings no : X ſeated jar I 
re precepts, indifferet , iberty which 15 | 
mh 9h: 0 ſtian freedome or libe A if we will draw, and 
preiudicare pro- nd or jadgemenr, dome of ations, 
Bs 1 our liberty unto a _ e liſt in things 
ſupra, Extren 4 do waar w _ 
= e may out any 
TT hout controul, or with iſtrates 
indifferent, wit d, unto the Mag . 
: Some miſlike ce, or regard , s, Our liber- 
- Church- reVETEnce, -hurches decrees, our | ; 
r Church the Chu . $ diſtur 
tires becauſe orders, or to ll prove a licentiou 
nandedin Ty in the end wi Church and ſtate. . 
manded hs bance both of the uite contrary ro ON 
bole ke | Thoſe men Af potting of thcir own, an 
1510! ' 
2 c choſc which evento the _ _ who ule ro "» 
neyiies? 1s Onic 3 0 
the Cop, or other mens This] have no —prighoage 0% ought 
Surplellc,n his Manner. ded 2Whereas they 
where eont- here 1s it commande 1 have good warrant 
nanded ? na WC thus, this 1 ha todo 
A ny Re atherto argue -— na mand me 
mote 15 te  yarher 8 Superiours COMm bidden 
n'ght cap, or ro do tor my reſſely for 
Cloak, 1» knoe- a 4d bein no where EXP na I muſt of 
g,nn ance bn, th I may lawfully, a thing 
commanded - | the Word, Superiours in ey ry 
the recci- b my oup t tothe 
cre eccility obey 1s not repugnan 
mtr hu, lof God. bur it is not eſſe ligne the 
Tio marcis nt Wor '$] . 4 Sur EnNe ro X 
ns and of Word of God, to wear any en. time 
12, and lo 0 Wo . he ſhgne of the C ,ent uſe in 
42 reit; tut childewithr ding to the ancien IAN 
— Bapti/me, .accord! ics, to kneel at the 1 
ei thee foribid- O be. - d UrErQINCS, Cclving 
d:n inthe Primitive an P 
Scrip ure 2 
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eciving of the holy Communion, to ſtand up 
at che recitall at the Creed, or to ulc any o- 
ther reverend Geſture preſcribed by the 
Church. It theſe be any where forbidden in 
the Scripture, let the [Ry ſhewn (as for 
farre fetcht, and fallible deductions, 1 value 
them not) let one text, or.tittle of Gods Word 
be produced, where all theſe, or any cerc- 
mony appointed to be uſed in our Church, is 
forbidden, and I for my part will acver uſc it, 
though I ſhould kazard the diſpleaſure of all 
my Supecriours, by ferbearing the uſe of it; bur 
if ir cannot be ſhewn, that theſe things are any 
where forbidden, the uſe of them is warrant- 
able, and made lawfull by the Word of Gad, 
and being commanded by lawfull autherity, I 
am bound to uſe them,becauſe God commands 
me to ſubmit to every ordinance of man, 1 Pet. 
2.13+ and to obey my Superiours in things 
lawfall, Heb. I3.17.' | 
Neither will it help the Patrons of licenti- 
ous libertiaiſme a whit to ſay, that: ſome of the 
forenamed ceremonies were ſuperſtitiauſly 
abuſed by the Papiſts: beir ſo, yer they can- 
not deny, but that they were uſcd 1n. the 
Church long before popery did bear ſway, and 
the abuſes mixt with them by the Romaniſts 
we affet not, - we allow not, we defend nor, 
but have purged them from their abuſe, and 
reſtored them to their Primitive ulg,, and 
things abuſcd, may be wel uſed, and need nar 
2 to 


Ivhs, 19. 24. 
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to be clean aboliſhed, gur worthy Anceſtors (ſaith 
S. Auſt'n) took the Temples ded:cated to Idols, and 
made them ſerve far holy Oratories, or houſes of pray- 
ers, they took the revenews which were devoted to the 
Gols of the Gentiles, and converted them to the main- 
tenante of Gods Miniſters. And that holy Father 
ſawno icelaciſme or. incongruity in it, Hoc de illis 
ſit, quod de ipſis homimbus cum ex ſacrilegis & impiis 
in veram rel -gionem immutantur, The change of 
them from an impious to a pions uſe, was m his judge- 
ment, but like the change which is wrought inmen, 
when of bad, they bccome good, of Sacrileg:ous, religi- 
ous. Anugnſt, epiſt.1 54. were he gathers out of 
Dert.7.2 5. that the gold, (ilver,and other rich 
o'namecn $ of Idols may not be taken to mens 
private uſes, leaſt they ſhould ſecm ro deſtroy 
the Idols for covetouſneſſe , not for piety : 
yet ſuch things may be converted to Gods ſer- 
vice, as wicked Idolutrous men may be con- 
vert. dto hs ſervice, as the water of Fountains 
dedicated to falſe gods, may be uſed for Bap- 
ti me, as Bcls rung to the ſervice of Idols,may 
be rung and uſed ro the true Gods ſervice; and 
this he turther confirmeth by 7ſhua, his preſer- 
ving the Silver, Gold, veflcls of Brafle, and 
Iron, uſefull for Gods ſervice, to be kept in 
Gods Treaſury, when all other things inthe 
{ſacking of Tericho, were accurſed and deſtroy- 
ed : and Grdeons ſacrificing a Bullock unto 
God, end burning it with'the wood of the 
grove dedicated to Bail, by Gods own ap- 
poiurment, 
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pointment.. Tudges 6.25.26. the ſacred Veſſels - 
of the Temple had been fowly abuſcd in Baby- . 
lon by Nabuchadnezzar, and Baltazar, yet when 
Cyrus had given Commandement for the reſto- 
ring of them again, Zerubhabel made no {cruple 
to imploy them in there former holy uſes. The 
Magicians had abuſcd the Starres, yer God 
made uſe of a Starre to condudt them unto 
Chriſt, the Athenians had abuſed the Altar, 

- that was dedicated to the unknown god, and yet 
Saint Pawl made uſe of an inſcription written 
upon that Altar, to preach unto them the Ged 
which they knew not. Shall we (with Zyeur- 
£«s) pluck up the Vines, becauſe ſome will be 
drunk with Wine 2 or with Cotta in Twlly, con- 
demn reaſon, becauſe 'fome have made uſe of 
itto pleade an ill cauſe? No, where crimen nou 
eſt in rebus, ſed in vitiowtentis, the fault is not in 
the thing, but in him that uſeth it, there we 
may apply it to a right uſe when we have re- . 
moved the abuſe. 

Bur were the impugners of our Church cere-, 
monies put to it, they would findc ita very 
hard task to prove that any one individuall, or 

articular ceremony uſed in our Church, hath 
ecn at any time abuſed by the Papiſts. For 
thoſe Surpleſſes, and other veſtments which 
we wear, thoſe particular croſſings wherew#h 
we ligne Infants at the time of their Baptifme, 
in token that they ſhould not be aſhamed, to copfe(ſe the 
faith of Chriſt crucified, but manfully fight under his 
C 3 Bann-r 


- 


« In bis Book 
of the three 
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remunics, 
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. Banner, 1g.ainſt the morld, the fleſþ,and vhe Devil, and 
| continue his faithful ſouldiers, and ſervants, wnta their 


lives end, were made long fince popery was 
baniſhed out of the Church, and ſo.could not 
be ſuperſtitiouſly. abuſed by papiſts, ualeſle 
they abuſed them betore they had a being, ax 
Were ih rerum naturs. s 

If any thentake cauſcleſſe offence at the uſe 
of ſuch 1nn:cext ceremonies, (as they are right! 
ſtyled by the reverend and learned Biſhop . 
Dureſme) it is an offence taken, not given, and 
he that taketh offence where none is given, 
muſt anſwer for it both as the giver, and as the 
taker ; all that we can do, is to be lorry far ir, 
that they ſhould be offended without juſt cauſe, 
but we may-not redeem the offence of private 
perſons, by our diſobcdience to publike Gg-. 
vergous, for the rule is certain, that where 
lawfull authority determineth qur liberty,their 
the reſpeR of private ſcandall ceaſeth; and, 
that reſtraint which proceedeth from ſpeciall, 
duety, is Superiour to that which proceedeth 
but from common charity, the duties which 
we owe to our Governours by way of juſtice, 
are more ftritly obligatory, then thoſe which: 
we owe to private perſons onely by way of 
charity, as I could prove by many convincing 
arguments, were it needfull. 

For acloſe and upſhot of this point, I wiſh 
from my heart that men now a dayes, had more 
of the Spirit of conformity, and obcdirnce ro 
the 
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the conſtiemtions wnd commands of lawfull 
aurhority, -and that they would reſpeRively 
obſerve-the preſcribed 0rders, 'and ceremo- 
nies of the Church,according to the Charches 
preſcription, which they May do without pres 
judice to their Chriſtian liberty, without dan - 
er of idolatry, ſvperſtition, ot giving any the 
eaſt juſt oecaſion of ſcandall, and which they 
cannor refuſe to do, but they muſt become 
guilty of diſobedience , irregularity, and of 
non-conformity to the * ahcient Church in the * Our ceremo- 
primitive and purer times, who uſtd all or moſt n=) anke che 
of theſe ceremonies which we ule, in the ſame face 6f > 
manner that we uſe them, ahd ſhall we defert; Church, as 
and condemn Antiquity to pleaſe a few nove- my. 
lits,ill affeed to the diſcipline of our Chutchz ci:nr, and pu. 
who under a pietetice of hating 1dols, prrſwaidt 7 Chuche 
men to commit [acrilige, to tob God of his duc many thiew- 
ſervice, ahd the Chutch * of her patfiniony 92d Martyn, 
which cannot fafely be alienated of applyed £10 eeti 
$0 any other uſe then that, for which it Was truch, in rheie 
principally intended; as I ufidettook ro ſhew {m5 4. 
in thethird place; Malach z8, 
LIL, It is well kiown,and confeſſed that the Wills an job 
Kate of the Cletgy, in every good Common- _ Ares 
wealth hath had itslot, an portion not ohely mie, but ye ay 
ſpirituall in the Lord, bur «Ho retiporaN inthe Werniere 
metion-welth, boitiy a Rate of meny a5 Of (hue; ;. times 
the beſt deſectr, if they do their duties t ſo not 2nd offerings. 
to be fed by the Aire, as the Cameleons are, 
but by the fruits, and increaſe which proceed . : 
from 
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from the carth, and ——_ tith es, and offerings, 
and therefore they have had allotted them by 
the law of nature,as Melchiſedech had Gen. 14.20. 
by the law of Moſes, as the Pricſts had, Lewvit. 
27:32. Numb.18. 21. Dem.26. 12,13. by the 
allowance of our Saviour Chriſt, hec a 
fieri, you ought to give tithes, even of the 
hearbs that grow in Gardens, Math, 23. 23. 
and by civill and provinciall lawes in Chriſti- 
anity, have they had allotted them, not onel 
the tithes of the fruit of the carth, den 
they have bcllics to be fed, and backs to be 
cloathed, and families to be maintained : bur 
they had there Citics and there Lands belong- 
ing to them amongſt the Jewes, and alſo their 
parts in the ſacrifices and offerings, and a- 
mongſt Chriſtians there demaines temporal- 
ties, and ſpeciall priviledges: yea they had 
their ſpeciall priviledges amongſt the heathen, 
s for when Joſeph bought all the land of the Sub- 
| jets in Egypt, the Pricſts land was not ſold, 
Gen.47.28. that became not Pharaohs, 
And were not men dceply infeted with a 
* Plato (aith, ſpice of * infidelity, they would not touch, or 
— meddle with that portion which is allotted to 
of theſechres God and his Miniſters , they would not turn 
ehings,exthe7 that to private uſes, which belongethto the 
_ ” thahe Church or Churchmen, they. would not de- 


regandceh gar ſire to reap that which they never ſowed, nor 
L21C Tr nps 

wone by men, erthat he will be cafily reconciled ro them that ſacrileginuſly rob 
him, L'6, 10, de legibus, 


take 
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take away that which they never gave 

would not make the Monuments 7 re 
forefathers liberalitics, the eternall tcſtimo- 
nics of their facrilegious robberies z it is a 
leſſon ſet down in the rules of the law,. quod 


ſemel deo dicatum, Lows EY 
tranſferendum , 0h hath been once dedicated 
wt 0 God, is not any more to be tranſferred tothe uſes of 


men, & a) diate ſunt eripi won licet, and that 
things we 5 pr lag lp wer back or be employed 
to civil, or rather uſes. 

Calvinin an E piſtle of his to that moſt Re- 
verend Father —_ Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury c omplaineth, Dwod grade expoſe ſunt eccle- 
fie Rake the Church revenews were made a prey, 
and hecalls it malum ſave intollerabile, an evill 
or miſchicfintollerable no way to be endured. 
Bentius in an Epiſtle prefixed before his Homi- 
lies on the Acts ſaith, that not onely Anti- 
chriſt by his impicty, and the Turk by his 
cruelty , threaten the deftruction of the 
Church, but thoſe = ſaith he, ſcek the utter 


ſubverſion wang, u1 Oc patenting & direp- 
tionibus facultaum lf * ableſcents 4 
ſtudio ſarrar uns y___ = who by by imvading 


and yn ns poſe, 
St 


ah be, the ed, kn? Ah comb: 
doth not abſolutely need the aide p- noni. tr riches, 


ramen hiqui facultates eccleſiaſticas gum & mn 


privatum ſuunm uſu tr 


Wo 
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ores ſacrss literis oper am dext, 
cs mnunera erndiantr , etfa 


urs id efficiunt, 
fie fo 


ecclefrans dei quantum in ipfis eſt, evertunt, 4- 
ſtant , yet foraſmuch ut they who ſpoil the Church of 
her paſſerons, and put them to their private uſe, 
there ſpoil, and robbery,bring matters ſo to paſſe, that 
ewer will addiet themſelves t6the ſtudy of Drvinity, 
or be trained up to the publick funttons thercof," as 
much as in them bye, they ow, and lay waſte the 
Church of Chl and this he ſtiles (now ferendam 
barbariem) a Barbariſm not to be ſuffered. 
Gua'ter on the 2 1. of S. Lakes Goſpel ſpeak- 
ing of thepoor Widdows two mites caft into 
the Treaſury, and our Saviours preferring 
them before the greater gifts of the richer ſort, 
Foraſmuch, (ſaith be) as Chriit is wort tobehold 
ſuc) things, we muit remember that he alſo feeth them 
[qi opes 1918 ene ſacrilega mans ad ſe rapinnt 
who with ſacrilegrons hands,takethe Charch goads unto 
themſelves F grave illoram ſrelus, & omni deteſt i + 
ene d'gnum ſacrilegium eſt, opes ill as in nſum atienuwn 
coxvertere, five id publice fiat, ſrue privatim ] hainows 
is there offence, and a ſatrilege by all means ta be drteſt- 
ed, to convert thoſe poſſcfions to any other uſe whether 
publike or private, and yet not onely in rhe papa- 
cy, faith he, but even by ſome of them [qui 
Evangehi nomine gloriantur, & religions reformat e 
ſettatores wideri volunt, impudentiſime thefauri ſa 
cri d:ſtr ahuntur. ] Who glory in the name of the Goſpel, 
and would ſeem the moſt ſincere profeſſors of the refor- 
med religion, the holy Treaſures of the Church, are 


moſt 


by epres, and 
Pide away inſenfibly like water. M' Knox im a Letter 


* which he wrote to his brethren of the Mini- * Tha Copyef 


ſtery in Scotland a little before his dearh a- 
mong(t otherr , chargeth and conmundeth 
. them with upright + and ſtrength m | 
ſtand the mercileſſe 20nreTs of the Chure - 
yy; if men will ſpoil, ſaith he det there do pherts 
ill and condenmation, bus communicate you wot 
wich their ſinnes, of whatſoever eftate be, 1:1: her 
by conſent, nor yet by ſilence ; but by proveſt 


0107 und ary ng 14780 ++ world, _— you are 118- 
cent of ſuch r ; which will ere it » prowek 

Lecce ae the committers NE God grve 
90u —_ and courage in ſo juſt a canſe, chanbee 
yet now adaycs mentake what they can from 
the Church, but give little or nothing tothe 
Church. 

Holy David, when he fate in his houſe, aw 
hadreſt Yound about from all his enemits, did adviſe 
to build Gods houſe, 1 Sam.7. his peace:bred 
in him picty, his reſt religion, andthezcal of 
Gods houſe, had eaten him #p : bur the peace of 
many hath bred inthem policy, and their zeal 
(might they have their will) would car 
houſc, while they hunger note much for. tbe 

WP. . good, 
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good, as the goods of the Church, and deal 
with the Lords Ambaſſadors, as Hanun did 
with Davids , curtailing their livings , as he 
did their Garments; or as D/oniſins did with 
Eſculapius, who took from him his golden glit- 
tcring robe,as too heavy for ſummer, and too 
cold for winter, and beſtowed on him a cour- 
fer garment; they are very skilfull inthe ab- 
Jative, but ignorant in the Dative, Arichmi- 
eicians onely in ſubſtration fromGod,rto make 
up an addition to themſelves, and their eſtates. 

Go to the Iles of Ch:ttim, and behold, en- 

uire of the nations round abour 7er.2.9. if any 
ſ uch things be done amongſt Turks and Pagans 
to their gods : what Tcmplcs or religious 
places once dedicated, do they deface, or cx- 
polc to contempr, ruine, or decay * or who of 
them ever robbed their Churches, or religious 
houſes ſacrilegiouſly of their revenews and 
patrimony * 

Lermen think whatthey will, but aſſured] 
the Lords portion will be to thofe who unjuſt- 
ly poſſeſle it, and to their eſtates, as that worm 
which was at the root of Jonahs goard, that 
caulcd a ſpeedy fading, and finall decay there- 
of ; like Achans execrable thing, which pro- 
ved the ruine of him and his whole family, 
2s the Ark to the Philiftimes, which never 
ccaſcd ro pl.gue rhem 1ill it was fent back to 
tothe right owners, as 4x Theloſſanem, the 
gald of Telouſe which impoveriſhed all —_ 


>. 


p bo L4 we 
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and their families that had any of- it, as the 
coal ſtola from the Alcar by the Eagle, which 
ſet a fire of her whole neſt : orlike the curſed 
water to the guilty woman, though it may 
cauſc. a ſwelling of their rents at the firſt, yer 
it will bring upon them and their eſtates,a con- 
ſumption ar the laſt ; for whatfocver was mor- 


tified, and bequeathed to the * uſe of God, and  Soran the 


his Church, it ha4 a curſe or imprecation ſer 


nit, thatany who ſhould take ir away, or & 
alicane itto another uſe, might be Anathema, wdfie. 


and his account withour mercy at the dreadfull 
day of judgement, when he ſhall come to re- 
ccive his doome from the hand of the judge 
both of Heaven and Earth, to whoſe ſervice 
the ſame was principally dedicated. 
Dienifins having tpoiled the Temple of Pre 
ſerpina at Locris, of _ at Pelopon:ſwe, of Eſ- 
12s at Epidanrus , becauſe Proſerpins drow- 
ned him not as he failed to Syracuſe, nor Tupiter 
truck himin younn with his Thundcrbolr,nar 
Eſculaprus made an end of him by ſome miſera- 
ble conſumption, both he hunſclf, and ſome 
others accounted ſuch his ſacritedge to be juſt, 
and-lawfult ; fo ſome becauſe they thrive a 
while, and pager with thoſe ſpoiles which 
have beentakens from rhe Church, they think 
God approves and allows ſuch a facrilegious 
at; and will never call thew'ro a reckoning * 
for it, but they ſhall finde that curſe ro take 
hold of them, and their families which the 
D 3 Prophet 


the Greek Proverb ) ſhal 


zza who cnriched himſclf with the 
ſpoils of the Eaſt, Y# accunmmlanti non ſas, woete 
him tha coveteth an evill covetouſneſſe to his own 
_ 20 hal 2. 9. Theſauros quos deverarant, eve- 
ang + be forced, 2s Iob ſaith, ts vomit 
IG. wres which they have wn)uſtly devoured, 
wvw, their wicked gain ( according to 
bring a Rs at the 
back of it,to whip them with. Iris an old rule 
volentas ſola quoad eccleſiam punitar, that a Sacrile- 
grows intent {hall not eſcape ks puniſhment, and 
how the aGion of Gclewe or been puniſhed, 
what ſtory yeilds not an inſtance * what hea- 
then but took notice of it ? 
Novimus multaregna, & Reges corum propteres 
cecidiſſe, quia ecclefias ſpoliaverunt , reſque coruns 
wvaſtaverunt , alienarunt , d:ripmernnt , we have 
known ſaith Charles the great, many Kings and 
Kingdomes brought to ſpeedy ruine and de- 
ſtruction, bec at they ages” Churches, 
and laid waſte, alicnared, and madea prey of 
their revenews. Yirgil notes that the Cancers 
offered violence tothe Temple of Pallas. 
Corripuere ſacram effigiem, and inferres there- 
upon 


Prophet HAabakkuk — ngainſ Nabu- 


"Exillo fluere & retro ſublapſa referri 

Spes Danaum. 

That they never proſpered, but had ill ſac- 
ceſſe ever : when Baltazar abuſed to prophane 
uſes the ſacred Bowls of the Temple, then ap- 
peared 


- 
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peared the writing upon the wall, which ſheye- 

cd that his dayes were numbred, and that his 

Kingdome was cur of from him ahd his poſte» 

rity for ever, Dan. 5. Antiechw dycd miſcrably, 

and confeſſed at his death, his fiane of facri- 

hege, how that he had taken veſſels of gald "2 

and fibver from the Fomiple of Ierwfalem, 1 Mac. > 

6. Heljodorus being icnt by King Saleycue to $*5 

ſpoil the Templc of /cufatem, of the treafury F 

that was laid up there, as be was about totake -Y 

it away, ſuddenly rwo young men appear be- 
fore him, notable in ſtrength} cxgcllent in 

beaury, comely in appatell, who ſconrged $4 
him cantinually and gave him many fore ſtrips, "1 
ſothat he fell onthe ground, 2 Mac, 3. 26, 27. 
and lay ſpcechleſſc, withaut all hope of life, 
Ferſ.2g. tilt by the prayer of 0 the high, 
Prieft, he was reſtored ta health, Yo. 33. and 
he returning tothe King, when the King asked 
him who might be a fir man to be ſent yer once 
again to leruſalem for the ſame purpaſe,Yerſe.27. 
he anſ' if thou haſt any cncmy or tray» 
tor, ſend himthither, and thou ſhak reccive 
him well ſcourged, if he efcape with his life, 
Ferſ.38. for in tharplace there is no. doubt, a 
ſpeciall power of God which defendeth it, 
and beaterh,. and deftroyerh themrhat'come 
to hurr-ir. Yerf.2 9. After Inlianhad robbed the 
Churches of their plars in fcaikng: manney;, 
ſaying, Ecce quam pretiofis vaſts miniſtratuer Marie 
fills, avetheſe fit woſſels or cups for the Sanne of Mary 
to 


(32) 
robe ſerved with ? he = ſuddenly wounded to 
death with an Arrow (as * T thinketh) 
ſhot from Heaven. Pempey notcd by Tally, and 
Livy for one of the moſt fortunate men in the 
world, till he catred into the Temple at Iers- 
ſalem, and offered wrong to ir, then continually 
after be had unhappy ſuccefſe, and dyed mile- 
rably, when the Vandals came with a puiſlant 
army againſt Gabinizs , ( as Emtropics relates 
the tory) the Duke ſent ſome of his Captains 
—_ ſed to ſee whether the Vandals reveresr- , 
ccd the Temples of the Chriſtians, or ſpoiled 
them, if they ſpoyl, or violate them (ſaith he) 
the God whom the Chriſtians worſhip, who 
they ſay is a powerfull God, will not ſpare 
them that ſpoil his houſes, and ſo it came to 
.paſſe; forthe Vandals marching.forward in- 
riched with the ſpoil,and goods of the Church 
were vanquiſhed in batrtell, ſlain, and pur to 
divers torments. 

And that I be not infinite in examples we 
ſee by daily experience, that of goods fſacri- 
legiouſly gotten, perpetums null; datur uſus, ns man 
poſſeſſeththem long, but they paſſe from man to 
man, from heir ro hcir, 'from family to family 
asthe Ark did from Aſbded to Gah, fram Gab 
to Ekren, and could finde no place to reſt in 
among the Philiftines , but troubled them 
whereſocver it camec,till they returned it again 
£0 irs proper place, 1 Sam.5. 

If any be offcnded with this my — 

mu 


another cale , conditio preſentium temporum pro- 
wvecat hanc admonitionem = am , the adi 
of the p_ times do provoke, and in a man- 
ner embolden me to offer unto the view of 
thoſe, whopleaſe to read it, this my admoni- 
tory information, that had its conception,and 
birth, was begun, and finiſhed ina very few 
dayes ſpace, which I now intimate, not there- 
by to aſſume any glory to my felf, but by way 
of excuſe or apology, if 1 have not performed 
anſwerably to the goodneſſe of the cauſe, in 
defence of which it had been fit, I ſhould have 
uſed more mature deliberation, leaſt truth ir 
ſclf ſuffer by this my over haſty indiſcretion, 

But when I had waited long to ſee whether 


the ancient and men of ablerparts would ſpeak, - 


and continually heard many mouthes open 
to defame the ſervice, and ceremonies of our 
Church, and few,or none open to defend them. 
from thoſe fowle unjuſt aſperſions, which are 
in many libellous Pamphlets caſt upon them, 

Vexats toties Rauci Theſeide Codri 

—— vis tam ferreus ut teneat ſe ? 
Rather then ſo good a cauſe ſhould wantan 
adyocateto plead for it, or that our Church 
ſhould not be juſtified of ſome* (though one of 
the meaneſt) of her children ; I have preſu- 
med to publiſhina very homely dreſſe, -fuch 
as itis, this my defence, and yindication of 
the NPs damage ſetled Patrimony 
of 


bo 


(33) | Py 
I muſt anſwer formy ſclf, as Tertulian did in 


ye *"? 


*, 


WS _ (34) LESSn 
bf our Church, which craves audience againſt 
thoſe, quibus quieta mavere magna oft mey.es, who 
love to fiſh in troubled waters, and hold the 
diſturbance of the Churches peace, a ſufficient 
hire to ſer them on work, _ it 3 «3. their 
whole endeavour, their ſpeciall ſtudy, night 
and day, rokeep a fation on foot to main- 
tain oppoſition and ſidings. And that late re- 
verend Biſhop of inch DoGQor Andrewes 


hath told us the true reaſon why fuch men love 
to n contentious, £ why, grcyns It nes? 
to omeboay, in times of peave what reckoning 1$ 
peve þ Wat Tyler or Fack / 2 ? Makea labries, 
4nd they will bear a brain with the beſt. 

.: Primianus and Maximianus were the heads of 
the two fations of the Donatifts in S. Auſtins 


time, he faith, it was well for them that faRi- 
ons fell our, elſe Primiancs might have been 
Poſftremianus, and Maximiznus might have been 
Mininwanus well enough, but in a faction either 
of them was a jolly ciiow, head, and leader 
of a party;and this tickling defire of vainglory, 
t» be magnified up, and down in the mouthes 
of the people for the head of a fation, will 
make men comentious, and they will rake qr- 
cer that we ſhall never want, necdlefſe conten- 
rions, and quarrellome brawls, both inthe 
Church, and State, if they be not timely pre- 

vented. and fupprefſed. | 
Bur fir there can. come nothing of contentl- 
Qb, but the mutuall wafte of the parties con- 
x4 tending 


»+ _ =Y 
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tending, till a * common enemy dance is the » Divide im ; 
aſhes of them both, I do wiſh Gy the 
the grave advice which Conflentine gave tor re oats 
uniting his divided Clergy, may atthe lengrlt dirided, &. 
ſo farre prevail with us,  who- profeſte our 

ſelves to be the ſonnes of rhe ſame Church; 


that things of ſmall moment never diſioyn us, 


waom one God, one Lord, ane faith, one bap- I A | 
tiſme, bands of ſo great force, have lincked Fr. 
together ; and that we would bear ſuck reſpes of 


Qive love to our Mother, this Church of Zng- 
land, (which hath aurtured us inthe truth, and 
from our infancy hath tcndred all good means, 
that we being taught in the Word, may now 
many of us teack others) as not upon needlefle, 
and triviall occafions to diſquict her peace. 

- Ir cannot be denycd, but that fome unto 
whom the execution of the- Ecclefiaſticall 
Laws belvng, have been much faulty , and 
thropgh want of cither of care or conſcience, 
have {uffered many irregular abuſes and cor- 
ruptions, to creep into their Courts : butthelſe 
arc perſonall faults, of which I am no Patron,- 
the beſt defence of them is ſpeedy redrefle, 
and amendment : that which 1 defend, is thar | 
all perſonall adventitious abuſes being feve- : 
red, and ſet apart, there is notin rhe form of 
our Church politic, nor inour Liturgy, norin 
the ceremonies of our Church thing , 
which hath not in ſame fort warrant Di- 
vine authority, or Primitive. antiquity ;. and: 
$2. E 2 "which 


\ 
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which hath not been allowed, approved, and 
alſo juſtified by the glorious Martyrs, and beft 
learned Divines of our Church againſt the ca- 
villing exceptions of gainſayers. 

Wherefore I wifhonce again from my heart 
that the ceremonies, and eſpecially the fſervi 
Book of our Church might be continued whh- 
out any, or with as little alteration as may be, 

For the reaſons given by thoſe of our Gogh 
Church at Strawburgh, to them of Franckford, 


why they ſhould continue the Book of Pray- 
erthey had ? 1. Becauſe they that ſhould alret 
it, might be thought to condemn the chief 
Authors of it, who ſuffered as Martyrs. 2. Be- 
cauſe it might give occaſion to the adverſary, 
ro accuſe our doarine of imperfeQion, and 


mutability, and to upbraid us, (as uſually they 
do) that we have onely menſtruam fidew, a 
changeable faith, 3. Becauſe it mi&ht move 
the godly, to doubt of that truth whereof be- 
fore they were well per{waded. 

It is an old received rule that omnis mutat's 
ſt periculoſa, all ns of things ſetled is dangerous + 
nam mutatio conſuerudinis etiam que adjnuut militate, 
perturbat novitate, for the very change ſaith $. Augu- 
ftine of ſetled cuſtomes, though it may ſeem to hel, 
with ſome commodity, yet will it do more hurt with t 
zovelty. Which occaſioned the Locrines to 
decree that whoſoever would bring in a new 
law amongſt them, ſhould come and declare it 
tothe allcrably with an halter about his _ 

I [ 
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that if it were 'not approved | 
Common-wealth, he might preſently be han- 
ged for his deſire of innovation: and becauſe 
many dangerous inconveniencies do common- 
ly follow upon the alteration of things ſerled. 
Our late wile Sa/omon, and gracious Soveraign 
K. lames (in his proclamation prefixed before 
the Book of Common-prayers ) admoniſbed all 
men, that hereafter they ſhowld net expef, or attemps 
further alteration in the common and —_ orm 
Gods Service from that, which was then eſtapliſh- 

. ed; for (ſaith his ſacred Majeſty ) neithy will we give 
way to any to preſume, that our own judgement having 
determined in « matter of ſuch weight ſhall be ſwayed 
1s alteration by the frivolons ſuggeſtion of any light 
ſpirit, neither are me 1g os IRCORVERtences 


that do ariſe in Gov » by admitting innovation 
in things once ſctled by e deliberation; and how 
neceſſary it is 0 uſe conſtancy ip \gholding publike de- 
terminations of flates : for (mth is the unquietneſſe, 
and unſtedfaſtneſſe of ſome 4iſpoſtti 

yeer new formes of things, 


your mundes from the publike ſerviceand ceve- 


for the 
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monies of our Church by law eſtabliſht. Do: 
not, with the Phariſces, train at a gnar, and 
Marth, 23. 24, {wallow a Camell, ftumblc at a lawtull cere- 
mony, and foſter a lawleſſe {chiſme ; bur let it 
be your onely ſtrife to fiyc all necdlefſe ſtrife 
and contentionabout ſuch things, and in your 
daily prayers, pray for the peace of ler»ſalem,. 
bowing your knees, lifting up your eycs, hands, 
and hearts unto the God of peace, that he 
would at the length ſercle a firm peace in his 
Church: never was there more need of this: 
prayer, thenin this fearfull combuſtion; and 
confuſion of the Chriſtian world , 'whercin: 
there is nothing almoſt heard of, but fraRion, 
and faQion, ſchiſme, and ſeparation; nothing. 
but warres and rumours of warres, Chriſtian 


againſt Chriſtian, Church againſt Church, 
Nation againſt Nation, Kingdome againſt: 
Kingdome , as if thoſe laſt perillous rimes: 
were come upon us which our Saviour 


of, wa 1. 4 rm wag Pacem ſpiremus & ſuſi- 


remus coram domino, let us breath out prayers, and 
ſighes for peace before the Lard, and eſpecially ar 
this time we ſhould poure out our deyonte, fer- 
vent prayers to Almighty God for the r 

ſentative body, the great Councell of this. 
Kingdome now aſſembled in the high Court 
of Parliament, moſt humbly beſeeching him, 
fo ro'ſtecr all their conſultations, rhar by = 
joynt unanimous conſent they may decree 
oncly thoſe things, as ſhall make moſt to bis: 


glory, 


v. ad 
e. 
P's. 


= 
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lory, to the advancement of trixth, and piety, 
© the joy end contentation of His Majeſty, to 
the peace, welfare, and ſafery both of the 

3 Church, and State, y avoiding 


ww 


all extreams, without turning a- > 

ſide cither rothe right ha 8 
or the left, which God BEM 

in mercy grant, &c. er.  —EY 

* » * ; 
-« dy. © '4 
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